
Business Leader of the Year: Kyong Hollen
The UAF School of Management is proud 



Scholarship support is one of the most powerful ways to 
impact the lives of UAF students. Scholarships open the doors 
to the future, providing students with the necessary support 
to fulfill their educational aspirations. Regardless of passion 
and commitment, students often don’t have the economic 
means necessary to pursue their dreams. Scholarships lessen 
the financial uncertainties that may get in the way of a student 
pursuing his or her academic career. 

For the donor, a scholarship gift provides a meaningful way 
to have your name, or that of another family member, friend, 
former teacher, or mentor, associated with the UAF School 
of Management.  It is because of generous donors that we are 
able to help 20 students with over $40,000 in private funding 
each academic year.  
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From the Desk of the Dean
Part of working for an educational 
institution is finding the balance between 
embracing the institution’s traditions 
while blazing new trails.  This year’s theme 
is to expand, revitalize and renew.

We continue to expand the Bachelor  of 
Emergency Management (BEM) degree 
which is aimed at students who want to 
become leaders and managers within the 
fast-paced and growing field of homeland 
security and emergency services.  The BEM 
degree is the only four-year Emergency 
Management program offered in Alaska. 
With the recent hire of its first full-time 
Director, Cam Carlson, students can look 
forward to new classes and expanded 
online options. 

After a year’s absence of a permanent 
director, SOM hired Dr. Nicole Cundiff 
to revitalize the Northern Leadership 
Center (NLC) as it focuses on training 
pre-collegiate, collegiate, alumni, and 
community leaders throughout the state. 

In the Student Investment Fund (SIF) 

students manage an endowment that 
consistently outperforms the benchmark 
S&P Index and is now worth over 
$550,000.  The class has been high-
lighted in several media outlets including 
CNN and Fortune Magazine.  As of 2003, 
more than $26,000 in scholarships has 
been awarded to UAF students from the 
fund throughout its history.  This next 
year we will renew this practice and 
award $10,000 in need-based scholar-
ships to SOM students.  According to SIF 
faculty adviser Dr. Craig Wisen, “Students 
go above and beyond in this class; the 
scholarships make everything come full 
circle.” He says, “Our current students 
are working hard and helping the next 
generation of students.” 

These are just a few reasons why here at 
SOM, we believe that even in the cold, 
dark winter, the future for our school 
looks bright. 
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Faculty Spotlight

Alumni Focus

Jungho Baek

Lorna Shaw

Book you are currently reading? Steven Levitt & Stephen 
Dubner’s Freakonomics
Your last music download?  Taylor Swift’s album Long Live 
(Joan played a part in this)
One thing on your bucket list?  Visiting Machu Picchu
Favorite Inspirational Quote?  “Hope is a good thing, maybe 
the best of things, and no good thing ever dies.” 
-The Shawshank Redemption
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Jungho Baek with his wife, Eunji Lee (left), and daughter, Joan 
(right).

Lorna Shaw at the Fort Knox gold mine.

An assistant professor of Economics at SOM, Jungho received 
his B.A. in Economics at Hanyang University, and both his 
M.A. in Economics and Ph.D. in Resource Economics at 
Michigan State University. Jungho moved to Alaska in 2009 
to work at SOM and has come to love the beautiful scenery 
and various adventure opportunities Alaska has to offer.

Lorna Shaw graduted cum laude in 1996 with her BBA and 
summa cum laude in 2005 with her MBA, both from SOM. 
Lorna is currently the Community and Government Relations 
Manager at Kinross Fort Knox.

Book you are currently reading? Kathryn Stockett’s The Help
Your last music download?  Brian Setzer Orchestra’s  “Santa 
Drives a Hot Rod”
Favorite place to vacation? Anywhere sunny and warm 
accessible by Alaska Airlines in the winter
What inspires you? My 5-year-old daughter, RachelSn
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Tell us about a memorable teacher or class. 
The hands-down best class I ever took was a graduate class with Dr. 
Craig Wisen: Financial Statement Analysis. This was undoubtedly 
the hardest class of my educational career, and the most rewarding.

What is something you learned at soM you found useful 
in your professional career? 
Painful as the assignments may have been at the time, the group 
and public speaking experiences in my classes at SOM have proved 
invaluable in my career. 

What advice would you give to current students?  
Once you graduate and find a job, you will be part of a team for your 
employer. Another team member may not carry their weight, and just 
as in school, you will decide whether the project sinks or sails. The 
stakes are higher, but the game is the same. Learn from your group 
project experiences, and develop your leadership skills!

What is your favorite class to teach and why?
I like all the classes I teach at SOM—Macroeconomics, Intermediate 
Statistics, and Econometrics—because I can interact with a variety 
of students. 

What research are you working on now? 
I am currently researching the effects of changes in exchange rates 
on bilateral trade between Korea and China, and twin deficits (fiscal 
and current account deficits) for the United States economy.

Any stories from Korea you’d like to share?
Well, Koreans love to share food. We may open a bag of chips we sit 
around and share and talk. I miss that type of gathering.  Also I miss 
Korean food a lot. I sometimes dream that I have had my favorite 
Korean restaurant right around the corner from my house all along, 
and then, whenever I am about to eat, I wake up.

Faculty Gold Stars
We are proud of our entire faculty. A special nod to the following professors for current awards and publications: 

Featured Donor: Design Alaska
Founded in 1957, Design Alaska is a 
multi-disciplined firm offering architecture, 
structural engineering, mechanical 
engineering, electrical engineering, civil 
engineering, and surveying services. The 
firm has expressed a commitment to pro-
viding good planning and design services, 
while making sure the solutions offered 
meet the needs of the local community.  
Projects include Doyon Plaza, Chena River 
Convention Center, and the Ft. Wainwright 
336B Barracks project.

Design Alaska president since 1995, Jack 
Wilbur was also the 2007 UAF Business 
Leader of the Year. A fourth-generation 
Alaska resident, he was born and raised in 
Fairbanks. Jack believes there is no better 
place to live and raise a family than Alaska. 

Jack and his employees believe a strong 
engineering community is essential to the 

growth of the Alaska economy and they are 
committed to strengthening the community 
and the university. Design Alaska shows its 
support in numerous ways: 

•	Design Alaska Holiday Concert

•	Fairbanks Summer Arts Festival and 
Opera Fairbanks

•	Design Alaska Wild Arts Walk

•	Underwrites KUAC’s Alaska Live 
series

•	Partners with Pearl Creek Elementary 
School for Calypso Farm tours, recycling 
programs and art appreciation program 

Jack believes strongly in the entrepreneurial 
spirit and community-based economic 
development, which led Design Alaska 
to support the SOM Arctic Innovation 
Competition for two consecutive years. 
Thank you to Design Alaska! 

AWARDS & BOARDS
nicole Cundiff received the 2010 Outstanding Reviewer Award 
from Gender and Diversity in Organizations Division at the 
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Fall 2010 Guest Speakers

SOM student organization Students Who 
Enjoy Economic Thinking (SWEET) 
hosted guest speaker Larry Persily this 
past November. Persily is the president-
appointed federal coordinator for Alaska 
Natural Gas Transportation Projects. 
He manages staff in Washington, D.C. 
and Anchorage, working to ensure that 
federal agencies are ready to handle 
permit applications for construction 

and operation of a North Slope natural gas pipeline.

While visiting the UAF campus, Persily gave two 
presentations of  “Alaska Gas Pipeline: Facts and Fiction, 
Dollars and Sense.” Larry discussed the challenges a North 
Slope gas pipeline would face and offered suggestions for 
how to help mitigate the $40 billion bill.

larry persily

The Northern Leadership Center featured 
Dr. Thomas Cronin in October as part of 
the Susan Herman Distinguished Speaker 
Series. Cronin is a McHugh Professor of 
American Institutions and Leadership 
at Colorado College. He is the author/
editor of a dozen major political science 
books, as well as a prize-winning teacher 
and scholar.




